The River To River Festival 2013
Sponsor Report

Programs 2013 Report
Highlights included:
Music
• Two performances by Laurie Anderson plus a series of
multidisciplinary events guest-curated by Anderson
• The 26th annual Bang-on-a-Can Marathon
• 1959, Grammy Award winner Terri Lyne Carrington’s reimagining of
that seminal year in Jazz
Dance
Site-based performances by NYC-based choreographers and
groups including Stephen Petronio, Wally Cardona, luciana achugar,
and Third Rail Projects

•

blessing the boats: the remix
Tribeca Performing Arts Center – June 27-30, 2013

Theatre
World Premiere of blessing the boats: the remix, directed by
Rhodessa Jones, as part of Blink Your Eyes, a city-wide
retrospective celebrating the life and work of poet Sekou Sundiata

•

Interactive Projects
The 10th edition of Improv Everywhere’s wildly popular, participatory
MP3 Experiment
• Street games and a Governors Island Field Day from Come Out &
Play
•

Open Studios
Behind-the-scenes opportunities to tour artists’ studios, watch
rehearsals, and speak with LMCC’s artists-in-residence about their
work

•

Come Out & Play Field Day
Governors Island – July 13, 2013

Programs 2013 Report – Sponsor Experience
Throughout the season, sponsors and their clients and employees
mingled with River To River and Lower Manhattan stakeholders and
artists and interacted with the public audience at numerous events.
At the R2R Bash on June 13, River To River VIPs – sponsors, partners,
and artists – celebrated the launch of the 2013 Festival with cocktails
and hors d’oeuvres at the Conrad New York hotel in Battery Park City.
The party featured performances and interactive happenings by 2013
Festival artists Andrew Schneider, with his group Avan Lava, and Come
Out & Play.

R2R Bash
Conrad New York – June 13, 2012

Sponsor companies were invited to
• send employee or member groups to attend shows together,
• enjoy VIP access to select shows, and
• activate Festival sites with onsite brand presence, customer sign-up,
and giveaways.
During the Festival, sponsors took advantage of these opportunities in
various ways. Representatives from six sponsor companies activated
tables and interacted with audience members at Rockefeller Park,
Brookfield Place Plaza, and South Street Seaport. A group of summer
interns from one sponsor company attended an evening concert
together. Another sponsor organized an intimate post-show meet-andgreet with performer Laurie Anderson for its members.

Sponsor tabling at Rockefeller Park

Outreach Report
Neighborhood Spotlights
River To River’s densely packed programming schedule of daytime, evening, and
weekend events encouraged audience members to take advantage of various local
retail and dining amenities as they moved from site to site – a particularly important
strategy in 2013 for some areas of the district, which were severely impacted by
Hurricane Sandy. Our partners at South Street Seaport told us the Festival
attracted people to the area who would not otherwise have visited in 2013.
The 2013 Festival website and brochure also encouraged audiences to explore the
district by featuring profiles of four distinct Lower Manhattan neighborhoods,
showcasing each area’s unique offerings and geography. For the first time, we
forged cross-promotional partnerships with nearly 20 local restaurants. In addition
to distributing River To River brochures to their patrons, our restaurant partners
were featured on the Festival website, and those in and around North End Way
hosted a “Summer Social” attended by more than 2500 local workers and visitors.
Volunteer Initiative
The 2013 Festival engaged nearly 100 New York City residents, workers, and
summer visitors as ambassadors for the Festival and Lower Manhattan. Festival
volunteers formed a bridge between public attendees and the cultural content
presented, encouraging deeper connections to artists, sites, and the community by
creating high-touch and inclusive environments at and around Festival events.
Festival volunteer presence also helped to increase the foot traffic to and visibility
of sites in Lower Manhattan, thereby also contributing to the entire district’s postSandy revitalization.
Festival volunteer with an audience member

Artists
In 2013, River To River staff worked closely with the more than 60 participating artists and arts groups, all of whom were selected based on
their innovative practice and their interest and expertise in investigating space and architecture, inspiring an investigative spirit, and engaging
communities. In an integrated approach, we worked one-on-one with each artist to gain an understanding of each project for River To River’s
own promotional purposes, and we also provided artists with toolkits to enhance their understanding of the Festival and enable co-promotion
of their River To River participation. In the lead up to the Festival, staff also worked closely with artists by conducting site visits around Lower
Manhattan to identify the right locations for their projects, taking into account the architecture of the surrounding environment, traffic patterns,
and immediate ecosystem of workers, residents, and existing social and cultural activities.

Outreach Report
2013 Audiences
In 2013, LMCC conducted surveys both onsite at various
events and online, collecting a total of 517 from more than
78,000 event attendees. The primary objectives of the
survey were to profile audiences demographically and
geographically and learn about the behavior patterns of
attendees in conjunction with their attendance at a River To
River event.
2013 audiences generally aligned with the Festival’s 12year audience profile (right). We saw a slight increase in
Festival-goers with household incomes over $150,000,
from 13% in 2012 to 16% in 2013. This year’s attendees
were also more educated on average than in years past,
with 89% holding at least a college degree (as compared
to 73% in 2012).
We learned that the Festival has loyal audience members
who trust the River To River brand. 65% percent of 2013
survey respondents had attended at least five previous
Festival events, and 83% told us they were very likely to
come to another River To River event in the future based
on their experience this year.

Festival Audience Profile

25%

Live or work in Lower Manhattan

77%

Live 5 Boroughs

90%

Live in NY-NJ-CT Tri-State area
Visiting from beyond Tri-State

10%

41%

18-34 years old

36%

35-54 years old
55-74 years old

Hispanic ethnicity*

20%

12%
29%

Racially non-white*

64%

Annual income under $75,000
Annual income over $150,000

13%

*Tracked ethnic and racial categories are based on US census.

Sustainability
In pursuit of a sustainable practice, LMCC is developing methods to
consider the environmental, social and economic consequence of the
River To River Festival and all of our programs while examining the
roles arts and culture play as change agents in twenty-first-century
cities. As pillars of resilience and activation, the arts are vital to New
York City’s social, economic, and environmental sustainability –
especially when faced with disasters such as Hurricane Sandy.
Pivot: Artists, Communities, and Sustainability
As part of the 2013 Festival, LMCC hosted a 3-day convening
focused on considering new ways in which artists, partners,
stakeholders and communities can be mindful of environmental,
social, and economic circumstances while planning and executing
cultural initiatives.
Throughout the three days of Pivot 2013, a core working group of 30
stakeholders, artists, cultural partners, and other thought-leaders
participated in discussions and workshops.

Pivot working group at Building 110:
LMCC’s Arts Center at Governors Island

•

On Day 1, a larger group of invited guests joined us for a plenary
session with panelists including a visual artist, a choreographer,
and representatives from Goldman Sachs’s Urban Investment
Group, The Earth Institute at Columbia University, and the
engineering firm Buro Happold.

•

On Day 3, LMCC presented a draft Framework for Sustainable
Cultural Practices with the intention of sparking new ideas and
encouraging continued dialogue around this important topic.

Thank you to our 2013 sponsors and partners!

Additional support for certain projects in the River To River Festival has been provided by
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Battery Conservancy, Ford Foundation, Mertz
Gilmore Foundation, The Trust for Governors Island, and Water Street Pops.
The River To River Festival is also supported, in part, by public funds from NYC Council
Member Margaret Chin, NYC Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City
Council, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation, New York State Council on the Arts with
the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and Office of
Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer.
With support from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, LMCC is also working with our
partners toward three primary goals: achieving operational sustainability, developing a
framework for sustainable event management for the River To River Festival, and positively
influencing public practice in the arts.

